Solar Community Housing Association

J Street Cooperative

Housing Application
Name: 

Kelly Gaherty




Date: 
8/20/2017

Your gender pronouns:  She/Her

(she/her, they/them, etc.)

Phone Number(s):650 575 3883 


Email Address:
kegaherty@ucdavis.edu

The Solar Community Housing Association (SCHA) is a nonprofit corporation dedicated to providing affordable, cooperative housing to low-income students, individuals and families.  SCHA currently owns three cooperatives: the Sunwise Co-op in Village Homes, J Street Co-op, and Cornucopia Corner Co-op, both in Old East Davis. 

SCHA’s Board of Directors is made up of two-thirds co-op residents and one third community members.  Directors are selected by the residents.  Through the Board we set our rents, plan our household maintenance and improvement budgets, and set long term goals (e.g., future expansion).  In addition to affordable housing, we are committed to increased self-sufficiency, energy efficiency, and the promotion of cooperatives in the community.  

SCHA bought the house at 234 J Street in 1986.  In keeping with the spirit of self-sufficiency, we do as much of our own construction and maintenance as possible.  Residents formally organize at least one workday per month and participate in weekly household upkeep.  Residents are homeowners in every sense except monetarily.


We strive to grow our awareness of oppressions and to create a space inclusive of many cultures, genders, and sexual preferences. Co-operation is a political act, and we manifest this in a variety of ways here. We practice decision making by consensus in our weekly house meetings. We have a garden and are committed to buying affordable food that meets everyone's needs.  Above all, we work together to share our unique skills and experiences in the hope we can create a supportive and empowered household.  

Thank you for your interest in the J Street Co-op and taking the time to fill out this application. Please know that this application is only a small part of the applicant process. Please stop by anytime to ask questions and get to know the current residents- hanging out and working with us is the most important part! You can also email us at jstreet@googlegroups.com. 
Rules and Responsibilities for

Solar Community Housing Association (SCHA) Members and Minors

· Accept and promote community mindedness within house/houses; help create nurturing, respectful, and peaceful households.

· Practice tolerance and active cooperation.  Be respectful of others, opinions, beliefs, and the consensus process.

· Demonstrate environmental/consumer conscientiousness by recycling, reusing, repairing, sharing, composting, and conserving energy.

· Pay rent and board in a timely manner (within 5 days of due date).

· Participate in community meals at least once per week

· Attend all community meetings (minimum of two per month).

· Participate in the growth and maintenance of the co-op by contributing a minimum of 10 hours of chore time per month plus 8 hours of work party per month.

· Keep living spaces and yard clean and maintained.

· Cultivate self-sufficiency by having members and supporters of the community maintain the properties whenever possible.

· Protect and promote the SCHA mission statement: SCHA encourages and creates community and respect for the environment through affordable, cooperative housing.

· Review and observe SCHA Bylaws.

· Work toward self-governance in each co-op.

I am aware of the above roles and responsibilities expected of me as a member of Solar Community Housing Association, and agree to observe them.

__Kelly Gaherty___________________________

___8/20/2017_______

Print





Date

________Kelly Gaherty_____________________

___8/20/2017________

Signature




Date

J Street Housing Application

Earliest move-in date/how flexible is this date? _______August 29th__________________________

If applicable, how soon do you need a response from us? __________ASAP________

Approximate timeframe for which you need housing ____September_______to ___Unknown_________

What do you study, or what is your work?____Recent UCD Grad, looking for work __

Are you employed?__ __not currently, applying to jobs______________

Do you make less than $42,500 per year?___Yes_____________________
When can you come over for dinner?____weekday evenings__________
Music/noise issues:__N/A_____________________

Dietary needs:___allergic to gluten & dairy________________________

Privacy needs:___just my own room___________________________________

Accessibility needs: _____N/A____________________________

1) What are some of your main interests in and out of school/work?

I enjoy reading, listening to music, walking and hiking and enjoying all that nature has to offer. 
2) We have one dog and one cat living here. Do you have pets? Allergies?
No pet allergies, big fan of cats, also love dogs. 

3) How much time/energy do you feel that you can devote to this community?
I currently am unemployed but am in search of a job so I have a lot of time to devote but once I get a job, a little less time but can always make time for contributions. 

4) What do you do to stay sane?

Listen to music and talk to peers, friends and strangers. 
5) What interests you about living in a co-op? Why J street?

I am very interested in living a sustainable, cheap lifestyle with people of similar age. I want to live with open-minded individuals in a safe space. I have a friend who currently lives there and I feel so much happiness and joy every time I come to dinners or hang out around the house. The people and the space itself are so welcoming. 
6) Do you have any special hobbies that require understanding housemates? Which?

No special hobbies, Im quite average individual. Most of my hobbies are outside of the house or quiet, personal hobbies.

7) If someone has an issue to bring up with you how would you like to be approached? How do you tend to approach conflicts? 

I believe its very important to have open communication if you have a conflict with someone. Never in a hostile way, maybe just ask to get together to discuss expectations of one another and how to meet those, so both parties are on the same page.
8) What kind of playlist would you put on if you were about to tackle a sink full of dishes?

Funk, rap or some upbeat electronic music to help me wash dishes. 
9) What specific experiences, skills, or tools do you have to offer and how would these help you to participate in this cooperative community?

10) Describe a few of your previous living situations and comment on any cooperative and unusual/alternative living arrangements you have experienced.  What was your most/least favorite and why?

I’ve never living in an alternative living arrangement, just with friends, strangers and peers. I really love co-ed living, I feel very comfortable with all genders and forms of self-identification. Its always been very harmonious and easy going. Ive mainly lived with 2-4 roommates. 
11) What makes you feel safe and comfortable?

Friendly, open-minded individuals who are welcoming. A safe space to spend time alone or with others. 
12) What are your strengths? What do you need to work on?

I am a very good communicator and team player. I am keen on community and being apart of them and contributing to them. I love being in the kitchen, I worked in one for 3 years. There’s always things I need to work on and improve, but mainly just strengthening my mental health and trying new things such as foods, physical activities and much more. I’ve always been very good about sharing communal space outside of my room. 
13) What do you anticipate will be difficult for you here? What do you anticipate will be good for you here?

I think being around open-minded individuals is going to be great. I think community living will help me live a more sustainable lifestyle, which I try to practice often. I think it might be difficult to live with so many people but I’ve heard (and experienced) such great things at J st and am up for a challenge. 
14) Describe anything about your personality, history, culture, social views, and/or identity that you'd like to share with us.

Im a very outgoing individual who loves to meet all walks of life. I struggle with depression and mental health is extremely important to me. The past few years have been really positive for me being in Davis and I have been genuinely happy but we all have our days (or weeks) and hit low points. I am a recent UCD graduate and am looking to for work currently in the field of sustainability of sorts. 
