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Daniel Watts
City Issues

· What do you feel is an ideal growth rate in Davis?

I can’t give an exact number on the rate of population growth or housing growth. Whatever the market can sustain and the community wants is what’s appropriate.  That’s why I like Measure J: It allows the community to have the greatest possible input in how the community develops.  It should be up to the residents as to how their city looks in the future.  It’s not up to a single person like me, it’s up to everyone to decide.  That’s what Measure J protects.

· High housing and rental prices, as well as a vacancy rate of less than 1%, cause 8,000 UC Davis students to live outside of the City of Davis. How will you work to create affordable housing in Davis? 

I’d vote to approve existing projects on existing infill sites, with a special emphasis on high-density housing developments.  I’d vote for proposals lifting restrictions on building heights downtown to allow more apartment units to be built above retail, which will help develop Davis as a “walkable” city.  My platform also includes the annexation of UC Davis and adjacent housing (including the Colleges at La Rue) into the municipal boundaries of the city of Davis.  This is not an unrealistic or extraordinary goal: Berkeley and UC San Diego reside on land within the municipal boundaries of Berkeley and San Diego, respectively, so their students are directly represented by city council members.  Chancellor Katehi and other university decisionmakers are not opposed to the idea of annexation.  

· What is your understanding of the nature of the city's fiscal problems and how do you suggest we address these problems in the coming council session? 

About 70% of the city’s budget goes towards salaries.  When such a large portion of the budget is spent on salaries, cuts to salaries must make up a large portion of the cuts.  The firefighters and other public employee unions in Davis have spent years lobbying the city council members, contributing to their campaigns, walking door-to-door on their behalves, and making independent expenditures.  As a result, the council members cannot negotiate with the firefighters in good faith.  They give too much away. This year, the budget crisis gave us an opportunity to negotiate hard with the firefighters; the crisis could’ve given the city enough political cover to negotiate better deals with the public employee unions.  We didn’t get nearly enough concessions out of them, which is disappointing.  I’m not taking any money from public employees – or anyone else, for that matter – so when I’m on city council, I’ll be able to negotiate tough deals in a way that the current city council cannot.  I’m not beholden to anyone.


As for substantive cost-reducing measures, we should emulate Apple and Google by hiring employees on an ad-hoc, temporary basis.  Hiring fulltime employees makes us liable for their pensions, while the city has no obligation to fund pensions for temporary employees.  

We should plan long-term.  We should stop assuming positive revenue growth; we must assume negative or flat growth when making budget calculations.  We should protect our reserves and save them for a rainy day, resisting the urge to restore money to city services in the shot term, handicapping our long-term ability to survive future recessions.

We should take another look at everyone’s salaries.  Nothing’s off the table.  It’s a crisis, and we need to treat it like one.
· Do you believe that a councilmember can effectively negotiate with an employee group from whom they accepted campaign donations? 

No. Absolutely not. I am refusing to take contributions from any coordinated group of employees.  I’ve pledged not to accept any money from the police or firefighters or any other public employee organization.

Student Issues 

· Do you believe that students and faculty living on campus, including those living in the West Village expansion, should be enfranchised for city elections?

Yes. My platform supports annexing the UC Davis campus and adjacent properties into the municipal boundaries of Davis.  Even if we don’t annex the campus, we should still allow students to vote.  The city has a “sphere of influence” that expands far beyond its municipal boundaries, and I would argue that residents of unincorporated Yolo County who are affected by city council decisions should have a right to vote in city elections.

· How can the City of Davis better promote a positive relationship with the university and its students? 

Rein in the police, first of all.  I’ve talked throughout this campaign about police abuses: beating protestors, tazing protestors (then lying about it, then admitted to it), racial profiling, age-based profiling, unlawful detentions on the street during special events (Halloween) and every Friday and Saturday night, harassing students – the list goes on.  


To promote better relationships, the city must support students.

1. Rein in the police

2. Set up an automated referral website so students can file complaints against their landlords for violating California landlord-tenant law

3. Work with landlords to revise the Davis “Model Lease”, especially the portions of the lease which violate state law

4. Revise the entire municipal code and delete portions which violate the civil rights and liberties of students, minorities, and the homeless.

5. Implement municipal penalties for retailers which violate state law, including charging credit card surcharges, which is unlawful under California Civil Code sec. 1748.1.  Students buy from downtown businesses, so enforcing laws like this will help students.
· How will you ensure that the needs of students, including safe entertainment options, are met in downtown Davis? 

Remove restrictions that prevent new businesses from coming to downtown.  The cousin of a fellow law student wanted to start a hookah lounge in downtown Davis, for example, but the city council denied the business’s application for a license.  The Davis Musical Theater Company has had a rocky relationship with the city council, as well.  DMTC has been forced to relocate out of downtown, a couple miles away from the main entertainment district.  We need to centralize entertainment options to help all businesses, and I’d repair relationships with businesses like the DMTC.  

Social Issues 

· How will you address homelessness in Davis?
Not only would I remove any portions of the municipal code that infringe on liberties of homeless to exist, to live, and to sleep on public property, but I’m also open to passing ordinances establishing affirmative rights that would help them.  I’d favor a “Davis Bill of Rights” explicitly outlining what rights citizens have, on top of their other constitutional rights.  The right to sit on public sidewalks (as long as they’re not obstructing traffic) or to sleep in public when they’re tired – rights like those don’t hurt anyone, and they will measurably help the homeless.


I’m also opposed to the city council’s efforts to zone shelters out of existence due to the “not in my backyard” feelings of other residents.  When a shelter wants to help the homeless get off the street, the city should remove barriers to their operation.

· Two issues that have come up at UC Davis are fee increases and hate crimes. What role should the city play in promoting an affordable education and a hate-free community?
Using the “bully pulpit” of the city council, I will bring attention to the needs of the UC Davis students, including fee increases and issues of campus climate.  One of the reasons I’m running for city council is because no city council members showed up to the student protests this year.  None.  Perhaps if city leaders – ones who students recognize as allies – had helped organize or facilitate the movements of the protestors, we wouldn’t have had the huge confrontation with police near Interstate 80.  I would attend protests, I would speak at ASUCD meetings, and I would portray myself as a student and a student-ally in all my public appearances as a city council member.  In 2003, I ran for California governor in the recall election on a single issue platform: Lower Student Fees.  That’s all I talked about.  My goal was to get the major candidates in the race to adopt a lower student fees plank into their platform, and I was successful, at least with some of them.  I’ve been fighting against the fee increases since I was 20 years old, and I don’t intend to stop now.

Environmental Issues 

· How can we utilize land use policies to better promote carbon reduction?
Palo Alto bans gasoline-powered leaf blowers because of their consumption of fossil fuels, the amount of noise they make, and the dust they kick up in the faces of bicyclists and pedestrians.  I have no problem banning leaf blowers here, too.  Rakes and brooms work fine.

Higher density housing:  If we make Davis a walkable city, we won’t need cars.  I would love to live downtown in a cheap apartment, only blocks from campus and right in the heart of the entertainment district.  I’d support projects building up density downtown.

· Will you advocate for alternative street designs to promote safer bicycling and multi-street use? 

Yes.  More roundabouts would be a great way to solve a lot of problems. I love the bike path, and I’d do what I can to make sure it’s well-paved and safely lit.  

