Solar Community Housing Association

J Street Cooperative

Housing Application
Name: 






Date: 


Your gender pronouns: 

(she/her, they/them, etc.)

Phone Number(s):



Email Address:


The Solar Community Housing Association (SCHA) is a nonprofit corporation dedicated to providing affordable, cooperative housing to low-income students, individuals and families.  SCHA currently owns three cooperatives: the Sunwise Co-op in Village Homes, J Street Co-op, and Cornucopia Corner Co-op, both in Old East Davis. 

SCHA’s Board of Directors is made up of two-thirds co-op residents and one third community members.  Directors are selected by the residents.  Through the Board we set our rents, plan our household maintenance and improvement budgets, and set long term goals (e.g., future expansion).  In addition to affordable housing, we are committed to increased self-sufficiency, energy efficiency, and the promotion of cooperatives in the community.  

SCHA bought the house at 234 J Street in 1986.  In keeping with the spirit of self-sufficiency, we do as much of our own construction and maintenance as possible.  Residents formally organize at least one workday per month and participate in weekly household upkeep.  Residents are homeowners in every sense except monetarily.


We strive to grow our awareness of oppressions and to create a space inclusive of many cultures, genders, and sexual preferences. Co-operation is a political act, and we manifest this in a variety of ways here. We practice decision making by consensus in our weekly house meetings. We have a garden and are committed to buying affordable food that meets everyone's needs.  Above all, we work together to share our unique skills and experiences in the hope we can create a supportive and empowered household.  

Thank you for your interest in the J Street Co-op and taking the time to fill out this application. Please know that this application is only a small part of the applicant process. Please stop by anytime to ask questions and get to know the current residents- hanging out and working with us is the most important part! You can also email us at jstreet@googlegroups.com. 
Rules and Responsibilities for

Solar Community Housing Association (SCHA) Members and Minors

· Accept and promote community mindedness within house/houses; help create nurturing, respectful, and peaceful households.

· Practice tolerance and active cooperation.  Be respectful of others, opinions, beliefs, and the consensus process.

· Demonstrate environmental/consumer conscientiousness by recycling, reusing, repairing, sharing, composting, and conserving energy.

· Pay rent and board in a timely manner (within 5 days of due date).

· Participate in community meals at least once per week

· Attend all community meetings (minimum of two per month).

· Participate in the growth and maintenance of the co-op by contributing a minimum of 10 hours of chore time per month plus 8 hours of work party per month.

· Keep living spaces and yard clean and maintained.

· Cultivate self-sufficiency by having members and supporters of the community maintain the properties whenever possible.

· Protect and promote the SCHA mission statement: SCHA encourages and creates community and respect for the environment through affordable, cooperative housing.

· Review and observe SCHA Bylaws.

· Work toward self-governance in each co-op.

I am aware of the above roles and responsibilities expected of me as a member of Solar Community Housing Association, and agree to observe them.

_____________________________

_____________

Print





Date

_____________________________

_____________

Signature




Date

J Street Housing Application

Earliest move-in date/how flexible is this date? _________________________________

If applicable, how soon do you need a response from us? _________________________

Approximate timeframe for which you need housing ______________to ____________

What do you study, or what is your work?_____________________________________

Are you employed?_______________________________________________________

Do you make less than $42,500 per year?__________________________________
When can you come over for dinner?_____________________________________
Music/noise issues:_______________________________________________________

Dietary needs:___________________________________________________________

Privacy needs:___________________________________________________________

Accessibility needs: ______________________________________________________

1) What are some of your main interests in and out of school/work?

2) We have one dog and one cat living here. Do you have pets? Allergies?

3) How much time/energy do you feel that you can devote to this community?

4) What do you do to stay sane?

5) What interests you about living in a co-op? Why J street?

6) Do you have any special hobbies that require understanding housemates? Which?

7) If someone has an issue to bring up with you how would you like to be approached? How do you tend to approach conflicts? 

8) What kind of playlist would you put on if you were about to tackle a sink full of dishes?

9) What specific experiences, skills, or tools do you have to offer and how would these help you to participate in this cooperative community?

10) Describe a few of your previous living situations and comment on any cooperative and unusual/alternative living arrangements you have experienced.  What was your most/least favorite and why?

11) What makes you feel safe and comfortable?

12) What are your strengths? What do you need to work on?

13) What do you anticipate will be difficult for you here? What do you anticipate will be good for you here?

14) Describe anything about your personality, history, culture, social views, and/or identity that you'd like to share with us.
