
FINAL APPLICATION 
City of Denton Historic Landmark 

924 W Oak Street 

 

 

DCAD Legal description: Mounts 1 Blk 1 Lot 2(e65') 

Present use: Residence; NR3 Zoning  
 

Name of owner(s): Mary E Anderson & Thomas Cundari 

 

                Address: 924 W Oak, Denton, TX 76201 

 

     Phone number: 940.594.2213 

 

                 e-Mail: meanders38111@yahoo.com 

 

 

  

Signature of Owners 



Original Construction Details: 

  
1) Date(s) of construction: 1914 

 

 

2) Original owner’s name: Paul R. Bird 

 

3) Detailed history of this address and the people associated with the home (Attachment A)  

 

4) Documentation to verify this history (Attachment B) 

 

5) Architect (if known):  n/a 

 

6) Builder (if known):  n/a 

 

7) Architectural Style:  Prairie Style 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment A: 

Narrative on the history, owners and knowledge of this structure 
 

The prairie-style home at 924 W. Oak was built in 1914 by Paul and Margery Bird.  Paul R. Bird (January 

15, 1891 – September 16, 1972) was a businessman who worked as a real estate abstractor and in the 

real estate business. 

Born in Illinois, Bird moved to Denton and was employed as an abstractor by the Denton Trust Company 

until August 1912.  He met his wife, Margery Gladys (Bell) Bird (September 21, 1891 – August 22, 1918) 

and they married on married on September 2, 1911. 

The Bell family moved to Denton from Roswell, New Mexico in July, 1911. Margery’s mother, Bianca 

Babb Bell, was captured by Indians in 1866 and was release two years later after a ransom.  Her father, 

J.D. (Jefferson Davis) Bell was also an abstractor.   

Both J.D. Bell and Paul Bird worked for the Duggan Abstract Company in 1913. Bird later worked as the 

Secretary at the Land Mortgage Bank, a position previously held by his father-in-law. In addition to 

working together, Paul and Margery Bird bought part of their lot from the Bell family and built their 

home next door to her parents.  Margery died in 1918 and Paul sold their home to Mrs. Martha E. Davis 

later that year.  Bird worked for Mr. Blewett, living at 903 W. Oak, at the Land Mortgage Bank after the 

sale of his home and later lived in Waxahachie and Dallas, running his own abstract company.  

Martha E. Davis lived in the home from 1918 to 1950 where her three children, two daughters name 

Mary and Ruth and a son named Charles.  Her sister, Stormy Jackson, lived at 717 W. Oak and their sons, 

Hal Jackson and Charles were playmates.  Mary was married in the Davis home in June 1936.  Charles 

was a decorated war hero in France for his role as Corporal in the 82nd Airborne Division dropped behind 

German lines at Saint Mere Eglise, France as part of the D-Day invasion.  Charles married LaVerne Yowell 

from Ft. Worth in March 1947 and they lived behind Martha at 912 Gregg Street. Mrs. Davis moved to 

2042 Scripture after she sold her home in 1950 to Louis and Mylrain House who lived in this home from 

1950 to 1983.  

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment B: 

Documentation to verify importance (support for Attachment  
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Attachment C 

List the ownership title from original to present owner.  

Attach copies of each instrument where possible. 
 

List of owners:  

 Original builder and owners:  

o Paul R. and Gladys (Bell) Bird on land next door to her parents, JD and Bianca Bell 

o 1914 - 1918 

07/02/1914     Warranty Deed Bell, JD & Bianca Bird, P.R.        DOC# 14332 

 

 Second owner: 

o Martha Ellen Davis 

o 1918 - 1950 

11/30/1918     Warranty Deed Bird, P.R.  Davis, Martha E.          DOC# 19260 

 

 Third owners: 

o Louis & Mylrain House 

o 1950 - 1983 

10/25/1950   Warranty Deed Davis, Martha E. House, Louis A. & Mylrain   DOC# 5618 

 

 Fourth owners: 

o Ray & Vonnie Moyers 

o 1983 - 1984 

4/26/1983     Warranty Deed House, Mylrain   Moyers, Ray & Vonnie  1211 -360  

  

 Fifth owners: 

o Leighton & Lisa LeClair 

o 1984 - 1992 

9/12/1984     Warranty Deed    Moyers, Ray & Vonnie Le Clair, Leighton H, Jr & Lisa H DOC# 

49645 

 

 Sixth owners: 

o Todd & Jane Davis 

o 1992 - 1995 

6/18/1992    Warranty Deed    Le Clair, Leighton & Lisa Davis, Todd M & Jane F 3255 -433 

 

 Seventh owner: 

o Timothy Parrish 

o 1995 - 1997 

6/5/1995      General Wd           Davis, Todd M   Parrish, Timothy L  95-0032373 

 

 



 Eighth owner: 

o Edward Kazuyo 

o 1997 – 2001 

 7/22/1997     Warranty Deed  Parrish, Timothy L  Edwards, Kazuyo N  97-0049246     

 

 Ninth owners: 

o Tim & Pamela Peters 

o 2001 – 2003 

9/17/2001  General Wd  Edwards, Kazuyo N  Peters, Tim W & Pamela   01-977729 

 

 Tenth owners: 

o Mary Anderson & Tom Cundari 

o 2003 – present  

 12/31/2003  Warranty Deed  Peters, Tim & Pamela  Cundari, Thomas R & Anderson, Mary E 

 03-208639   

  



Land Sell: Bell to Bird 

 

 



Home Sell: Bird to Mrs. Davis 

 

  



Attachment D 

Surveys 
 

Attach subdivision map or Old Town Plat; attach copies of old surveys, an old on-the-ground 

survey, or a current on-the-ground survey locating all improvements, easements, access to 

public roads, public improvements, encroachments and protrusions.  

 

 

Sanborn Insurance Map - 1921 

924 West Oak 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Attachment E 

Exterior Photographs 
Attach four (4) photographs of the historical marker site, one from each direction (North, 

South, East, and West) with label per photo.  
 

 

South 

 

 

North 



 

East 

 

 

From West side 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment F 

Criteria for Historical Landmark Designation 
 

The property meets one or more of the following Historic Landmark designations:  

 

__X__1. Character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage, cultural or a 

Historic District of the City of Denton, State of Texas or the United States.  

 

_____2. Recognition as a recorded Texas historic landmark, a national landmark, or entered 

into the National Register of Historic Places.  

 

__X__3. Embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen.  

 

_____4. Identification as the work of an architect or master builder whose individual work 

has influenced the development of the city.  

 

__X__5. Embodiment of elements of architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship, 

which represent a significant architectural innovation.  

 

__X__6. Relationship to other distinctive buildings, sites or areas which are eligible for 

preservation according to a plan based on architectural, historic or cultural motif.  

 

_____7. Portrayal of the environment of a group of people in an area of history characterized 

by a distinctive architectural style.  

 

_____8. Archaeological value in that it has produced or can be expected to produce data 

affecting theories of historic or prehistoric interest.  

 

_____9. Exemplification of the cultural, economic, social, ethnic or historical heritage of the 

City, State or United States.  

 

_____10. Location as the site of a significant historic event.  

 

__X__11. Identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the culture 

and development of the City, State, or United States.  

 

__X__12. A building or structure that because of its location has become of value to a 

neighborhood, community area or the city.  

 

_____13. Value as an aspect of community sentiment or public pride.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment G 
 

I/We the undersigned, owner(s) of, or party(s) with financial interest in, all property herein 

described, do hereby file this, my/our petition, asking that the said property be designated as 

a historic landmark under the provisions of Ordinance #80-30 of the Code of Ordinances of 

the City of Denton, Texas.  

 

I/We authorize the City of Denton to place a sign or signs on the above property for public 

notification of the proposed notification of the proposed historic designation  

 

 

 

 

 

  November 17, 2014 

 

Name / Date  

 

 

 

 

 

Optional 
 

 To receive the City of Denton bronze “HL” marker for your structure, attach a check: 

 

Payable to:    City of Denton 

     Amount:  $285.00  

           Note:  Final Historic Landmark Designation  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Notes about the Home by the Owners 

Citations  
                                                           
1
 Denton Record-Chronical, 8-24-1912, Bird resigns from the Denton Trust Company. 

 
2
 DRC, 6-26-1913, Bell and Bird form Duggan Abstract. 

 
3
 DRC, 10-16-1915, Mrs. Bird host Ariel Art Meeting 129 Oak (924 W Oak). 

 
4
 DRC, 5-2-1917, 924 W Oak for sale by Bird. 

 
5
 DRC, 9-23-1918, Mrs Bird Died. 

 
6
 DRC, 12-31-1918, Mrs. Davis Buys House. 

 
7
 DRC, 9-6-1919, Land Mortgage Company Ad. 

 
8
 DRC, Aug 15, 1925 · Page 3, Mrs. Davis had two daughter - Mary and Ruth. 

 
9
 DRC, 1-9-1932, Page 5. 

 
10

 DRC, 6-29-1936, Page 3. 
 
11

 DRC, 12-3-1935, Page 4. 
 
12

 DRC, 2-28-1939, Reference to Bianca Bell capture by Indians. 
 
13

 DRC, 8-31-1944, Page 7, Mrs. Davis son decorated for D-Day efforts. 
 
14

 DRC, 3-2-1947, Page 4, Mrs. Davis son is married. 
 
15

 DRC, 5-6-1949, Page 5. 
 
16

 DRC, 2-3-1952, Page 13. 
 
 
 




