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OAKLAND MOURNS
" JAMES E. BLETHEN

Former "Mayor and Pioneer
Citizen Passes Away at
Age of Eighty-One.

—

FORMER MAYOR JAMES E. BLETHEN
OF OAKLAND, WHO 1MED YES-

TERDAY.
O hulf-mast ou all the city huild-
o ings to-day, to note the passing
away of a former Mayor of Uallund
and a ploneer of '48, James E. Biethen,
who died this morning at the home of
his daughter, Mrs. . D. Dolbler, on
Eaast Sixteonth street, lacking jusl two

AKLAND, June 23.—Flagns; ate at

daye of being 81 years of uge. Denth
was due to the infirmities of age.
Ex-Mayor Blothen was  born in

Malne on June 35; 1828, He. wus rijsed
ip Dover, and ‘lenined the trade nf n
carpenter. Lured to this Coast hy the
gold excitemaont of ‘49, ha swarked lis
way as- ship's carpenter on board the
Golconda, which made the sovage
around the Horn, arriving in San ¥ran-
cisco on November 21 of that yoar.

- +Finding mining . not so attractive as
he* thought, he went into business in
8an Franclaco, swhera he continucd. tne
tf{l 1861, when heo wrold out and puyr-
chasced a ranch, where he llved until
1868, Ho then bought the Plonuer MilL
in Qakland, at the foot of Rruudway.
This was at the time the Iargest es-
tablishment of ity kind in Oaklund.

Ex-Mayor Blethon was twice mar-
ripd, Orst to Migs Lydia N. tfall, whe
died in 1807, and by whom he had six
children, and Miss Goorgletts V.
Adams, - daughter of a. ploneer family
of this city, who died in 1800, leaving
three children: Gerege W. Blathed, Mra,
1% D. Dolbfer und Mrs, George A,
Sdoti.  There are two rurviving gruad-
children in Caltfornia, ‘eleven (n New
Hampsghire and three greut grand-
children,

He was alwaya ldentifled with the
growth and progreas of Oakland, tak-
ing an actlve part in public affmive. e
wag elected Mayor of thia city au tha
Republican tcket 0 1881 and | suc-
cesded. himaelf In "the office in 1882, it
being the gustom at that time to etect
the sMayor yearly, .

He bolongnd to Oakland Lodga, No.
188, of Masons; Orfon Lodge, No. 18), of
Odd  Fellows; and Lodge, Nb, g,
Unfited Workmen., He way enpecially
intarested in tho Odd Fellows, waose
lodgs meetings he attended 'up to his
last illnens,

The funeral will be held at 2 o'clock
on Jriday afternoon at the .AMasonle
temple, under the nuss)&en of the
Masons, After the zarvides thern, the
Odd Jellows will take ‘chargy of the
body and will conduct the services ut
Mountain View cemotery.

1f the Genry-street rond shounld be
owned and operated muuiclpnlly johx
would crop up In alf parta of the clty,
to wecure like ronds nt the expense of
the San ¥raticinco general taxpayer,
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