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To whom it may concern,

I’ve had the pleasure of collaborating with Philip this past year, and I’ve been following his 
work on community information projects for several years. As a technologist who cares 
passionately about local empowerment, I can give him my wholehearted recommendation for 
the Shuttleworth Fellowship.

Philip’s thinking on the issues surrounding community engagement, open source development, 
and the value of local knowledge is spot on. Most software projects are built for technocrats and 
have a tenuous relationship with reality – but Philip understands that this is work much more 
than writing code. He puts an enormous amount of energy into building partnerships, 
coordinating local outreach, and making tools that people rally around. 

When I was in high school and living in Ann Arbor, Michigan, I realized there was something 
missing in my city -- there was no where for residents to go to collect, share, and express the 
knowledge they had about the community, so I started arborwiki.org. I used what I had at the 
time: old, clunky PHP scripts that were as hard for people to use as they were for me to 
improve. 

Years later, when LocalWiki project first really got started, I knew that there was serious 
demand for the software he was building. Since then, I’ve deployed his tools several times and 
watched LocalWiki grow into one of the most successful community technology projects I know 
of. 

There’s lots more to do -- Philip has great ideas on how to build strong, connected communities. 
And there’s the potential to do so much more with the technology, including building mobile 
and developer tools that make publicly-owned and created information much more accessible 
and open. I’m excited to see what’s next. 
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